P5/4 Class Newsletter – Term 3
Happy New Year! I hope you all had an enjoyable and relaxing winter break.
Literacy - In Literacy, we will continue studying a variety of fiction and non-fiction texts and completing Literacy Circle jobs based on these. This will help children develop a range of before, during, and after reading strategies.
In writing, children will learn to create poems, explanation texts, and persuasive texts. They will also continue working through Jolly Grammar, and their weekly spelling words will be posted to Seesaw activities.
Numeracy and Maths - In Maths, we will cover money, time, and shape, while continuing our work from Term 2 on symmetry.
In Numeracy, we will focus on rounding, comparing fractions, and applying the four operations in different contexts. Children should continue practising their times tables regularly to build confidence and improve quick mental recall.
Health and Wellbeing – P.E. - P.E. will be on Wednesdays (indoors) and Thursdays (outdoors). Children should come to school wearing gym clothes on these days. No jewellery should be worn on gym days, long hair should be tied back and trainers are required to take part in gym sessions. This term in P.E., we will cover rebound games as well as striking and fielding.
Outdoor P.E. and other outdoor learning will continue as much as possible in Term 3. Please ensure your child is dressed appropriately for colder weather. 
Health and Wellbeing - This term, our focus will be the RSHP (Relationships, Sexual Health, and Parenthood) programme. An update will be shared closer to the time when the programme begins.
Other Areas - Our Context of Learning topics will be Titanic Tales and Substances and Solutions. We will explore these through a range of curricular areas including Social Studies, Science, Literacy, Technologies, Numeracy, and Expressive Arts.
Expressive Arts - This term, children will continue learning an instrument through the Baby Strings programme.
Homework - Homework will continue to be set on Seesaw. Each week, I will assign a Numeracy task and Spelling activity.
For spelling, please ensure your child practises every word each night and writes 10 sentences across the week. Below are some suggested ways to practise spelling at home beyond simply copying words.


Suggested ways to practise spelling at home

🎨 Word Art Posters - Have your child choose a 3–5 spelling words and turn each into a mini poster using colours, patterns, or themed drawings.

🧱 LEGO Spelling - Use LEGO bricks to build each letter of the word, or write one letter per brick and snap them together in the correct order.

✂️ Cut‑and‑Create - Give them magazines or newspapers to cut out letters and assemble each spelling word like a ransom note.

✍️ Writing Activities That Stretch Their Thinking
✏️ Sentence Upgrade Challenge - They write a simple sentence using a spelling word, then “upgrade” it by adding adjectives, adverbs, or extra detail.
📘 Mini Story Challenge - Write a short paragraph or comic strip using at least 5 spelling words. Great for creativity and vocabulary.
🔤 Word Sums - Break words into parts:
· magician → mag + ic + ian Helps them see patterns and meanings.

Where appropriate, ORT reading books will be posted on Seesaw. For children who do not receive a reading book, it is expected that they read at home for enjoyment. They may also borrow books from the class library.

Wishing you all a fantastic third term, 
Ms Ritchie 😊

