Primary 6/5 Newsletter, Term 1
Dear Parents and Carers,                                                                                                                              

I hope everybody had a fantastic and restful October break. We have a lot happening this term, so we have a busy but fun Christmas period ahead of us. 
Gym Days
PE will be a little different from now until mid-January as P6 will be doing across to the Gorbals Leisure Centre for swimming lessons on Mondays. If your child is in P6 and you would like them to take part in swimming lessons, please ensure you’ve sent the permission letter in. 
The whole class will do a PE session in the gym hall before the P6s leave for swimming, so our PE for the week will now take place on Mondays. This will be indoors, so please ensure your child is dressed appropriately for indoor PE every Monday. 
Literacy
Our approach to reading for enjoyment has been going well and children have now read a variety of books in class. As always, if your child has a book at home that they’d like to bring in then I would highly encourage it. We are still making our way through ‘The Witches’ but we will be looking at a new class novel in the coming weeks. The class will be able to choose from a few options based on what they enjoy. 
Our writing focus this term will be non-fiction as we will be writing explanation texts and non-chronological reports, which will be heavily linked in with our IDL project (please see below). 
Numeracy
A lot of our numeracy will be linked into our IDL – for example, practical and contextual maths like plotting the course of a natural disaster using grid referencing or using graphs to display data for the change in temperature over the years. 
For our number work, we’ll be digging more deeply into multiplication and division, as well as looking at decimal fractions with tenths, hundredths and thousandths. In beyond number, we’ll be looking at measuring mass, area, perimeter and volume – a good opportunity for discussion at home could be to estimate the weight of various objects or the length of walls in certain rooms. We’ll also be learning how to use a protractor to measure and draw various angles and triangles. 


Interdisciplinary Learning (IDL)
The children enjoyed their ‘Mary, Queen of Scots’ and ‘Soundscapes’ projects this year. Examples of their soundscapes can be found on Seesaw and I will upload the court case movie as soon as I can. 
This term we will be looking at Natural Disasters. There will be lots of different assessments and activities, with children carrying out research and taking notes. The end project will have them writing, recording and editing a news report. 
Health and Wellbeing
Our ECO committee have been hard at work promoting healthy eating in school and we still encourage children to bring in healthy snacks each day. We will be looking at food and health this term so it will fit in well with that. 
Please also remember that we have a child in school with a severe nut allergy. Nuts are not allowed in the school under any circumstances; please double check snacks and lunches for traces of nuts. 
Music
Baby strings continues this year and the rest of the class have been learning a song on the glockenspiel, which we hope to have completed by the end of the term. 
Outdoor Learning

Our class will continue having Outdoor Learning with Mrs Murdoch every Friday. Mrs Murdoch will take children outside each week regardless of the weather. As such it is vital that you send your children to school with sensible footwear and jackets on these days, especially as we approach the colder months. 
Homework
Homework will continue to be sent out over Seesaw. I will issue a list of possible spelling (the more practice the better) activities along with the weekly spelling words, with a test taking place each Friday. I will also issue maths and writing/reading. 
Christmas
With the festive period nearly upon us, we will begin rehearsing our Christmas song for the concert. Near the end of the term, the class will have their annual Christmas party. Please look out for further details. 
How can I help my child?
· Spelling practice – this will help your child to remember new spelling rules and unfamiliar words, which will be a huge help for their reading. 
· Read as often as possible. Children become better readers only through practice and it’s important that they can choose books themselves that they are interested in. 
· Read books with your children – hearing an adult read will model good practice. 
· Complete weekly Sumdog challenges to earn coins! Sumdog is a fantastic way for children to learn their maths skills. 
· Select your child’s lunch option each day.  This saves us lots of valuable learning time in class. 
As always, your support is greatly appreciated and I look forward to the year ahead. 
Sincerely, 
Mr Jones
Class Teacher


