Primary 6/5 Newsletter, Term 3
Dear Parents and Carers,                                                                                                                              

I hope that everybody had a restful festive period and is ready to get stuck in to this term! 
Gym Days
P6 still have a few swimming lessons left in January, which will continue to take place at the Gorbals Leisure Centre for swimming lessons on Mondays. After this, we will return to having indoor PE on Mondays with the full class. In the meantime, we have been using Tuesdays as our indoor PE days. For PE this year, children will be learning to play volleyball, as well as taking part in some dance!  
Literacy
Children have been doing lots of non-fiction writing, and this will continue in line with our IDL. However, we will also be doing descriptive writing about setting: where a story takes place. The more children read outside of school, the better they will be prepared for this, so please encourage children to do so. In line with IDL, we will also be writing persuasive texts. 
For reading, we will be digging deep into questions, both creating and answering. We will also have more of a focus on talking and listening, where children will learn to make valuable contributions to a group discussion. 
Numeracy
Numeracy will be varied this term: children have already been learning to measure angles and will move on to drawing angles, as well as other parts of shape, position and movement. We have also been learning about area and perimeter and will now dig in to more complex problems involving this. Children will also be learning to measure the volume of cubes and cuboids. For number, we will be returning to decimal fractions, learning to add, subtract, divide and multiply decimal numbers. Furthermore, children will be learning to solve algebraic equations. 

Interdisciplinary Learning (IDL)
This term, our IDL will be an important one. We will be learning about discrimination, with a particular focus on South Africa during the 1980s and 1990s, with emphasis on Nelson Mandela’s involvement in fighting Apartheid. After this, children will move on to podcasting leading to a surprise coming in term 4. Our class assembly celebrating Zero Discrimination Day will be linked to this, and will take place on Friday 6th March. 

Health and Wellbeing
This year we will be learning about relationships, sexual health and parenthood. Please be on the lookout for more information about this; it will be communicated with all families.  
As always, please also remember that we have a child in school with a severe nut allergy. Nuts are not allowed in the school under any circumstances; please double check snacks and lunches for traces of nuts. 
Music
We will have a new Baby Strings tutor this term, more information will follow when I have it. 
Outdoor Learning

Sadly, children will not have Mrs Murdoch every week. She will be with our class every second Thursday, where she will teach them science, which will often take place outside. On that note, children will now be taught by Ms McCauley every Thursday after playtime. She will cover some areas of maths with the class. 
Homework
Homework will continue to be sent out over Seesaw. I will issue a list of possible spelling (the more practice the better) activities along with the weekly spelling words, with a test taking place each Friday. I will also issue maths and writing/reading. 
How can I help my child?
Children often find fiction writing to be challenging. This is because they are asked to come up with original ideas whilst using complex sentences with a variety of techniques. The absolute be chance that children have at being successful in fiction writing is to read, read and then read some more. This exposes them to new vocabulary, sentence structures and good examples storytelling. I can’t encourage you enough to read at home with your child, or encourage them to read on their own. 
As always, your support is greatly appreciated and I look forward to the year ahead. 
Sincerely, 
Mr Jones
Class Teacher


